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Newmont's power plant wins appeal

By ADELLA HARDING - Staff Writer

ELKO - Newmont Mining Corp. is just a step away from beginning construction on a 200-megawatt, 
coal-fired power plant at Dunphy, now that the state won an appeal of its air permit for the plant.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Environmental Appeals Board in Washington, D.C., ruled 
this week in favor of the state and against the Association for Clean Energy.

“We're definitely pleased with EAB's decision. The 82-page response supported every decision of 
NDEP's in every respect,” said Mary Korpi, Newmont's manager of external affairs for Nevada 
operations.

“The next step for us is that the project will be presented to Newmont's board of directors in mid-
January,” she said.

The board will be asked to approve spending $420 million for the power plant.

NDEP originally issued the air permit for the power plant in May, but the Association for Clean 
Energy appealed on several points that centered around the agency's emissions analysis, 
requirements for best technology available and particulate-matter limits.

“We're pleased with the Environmental Appeals Board decision to uphold the state's permitting 
process - a decision that clearly demonstrates NDEP has acted in the interest of Nevada's 
environment when issued permits,” said NDEP Administrator Leo Drozdoff.

He said NDEP takes public comment seriously and criticized the Association for Clean Energy for not 
working with the state during the permit process.

“Our agency spent hundreds of hours defending this case because the interested party chose not to 
engage NDEP and the time spent detracted from other environmental needs,” Drozdoff said in a 
statement issued Thursday.

Newmont plans to produce power for its gold mines in Nevada by selling the electricity to Sierra 
Pacific Power Co., which in turn will supply power to the operations.

“It's important for Newmont to reduce generating costs. It will save roughly $20 per ounce,” Korpi 
said. “It also benefits the residents of Nevada by adding 200-plus megawatts to the grid of Nevada-
generated power.”

Newmont plans to build the TS Power Plant on its ranch near Dunphy, and the company predicts a 
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peak workforce of 700 people during construction.

Once the plant is built, Newmont will need 60 people to operate the facility, Korpi said, reporting 
plans call for construction to start in early 2006.

Power production is slated to begin in 2008 at the plant, which will be visible from Interstate 80.

“It will use the best available technology,” Korpi said.

“The TS Power Plant project has some of the most stringent emission limits in the country,” said 
Michael Engles, chief of NDEP's Bureau of Air Pollution Control. “We set the benchmark higher for 
everybody else.

“The permit requires the use of the best emissions control technology available,” he said. “It's going 
to be a clean plant.”

Newmont also has the Nevada Public Utilities Commission's approval for the power plant.

NDEP spokeswoman Cindy Anderson said the EAB decision issued this week clears the way for 
Newmont to begin construction, even if the Association for Clean Energy takes its appeal to federal 
court.

The power plant site is in Eureka County near Newmont's Dunphy rail offloading facility, and 
Newmont plans to add a rail spur to transport Wyoming coal from the Dunphy facility to the power 
plant.

Korpi said some site work already is under way that could be started without the NDEP permit, but 
it's “very minimal” work. Engineering work also is nearly completed.

The environmental board's decision on the power plant is available on the Internet at www.epa.gov/
eab under “recent decisions.”

-- CLOSE WINDOW -- 
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